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THE FISHERIES.—RIVER MISSISSIPPI. 
Compliment to Messrs. Clay and Russell by a Kentucky 

paper. Extent of American fishing rights. Navigation of 

the river Mississippi, by the British, limited. Of mo great 
advantage to them. 

A Kentucky paper has recently complimented 
Mr. Russext, associating his name with that 
of Mr. Crax, at the expense of Mr. Apams and 
Mr. Gaxtatrs, because, as it is alleged, the two 
latter gentlemen, in the negotiation at Ghent, 
appeared willing to allow to British subjects: the 
right of navigating the river Mississippi, provided 
American citizens were permitted to enjoy cer- 
tain conveniences of fishing on the’ provincial 
coasts of Great Britain in America. We have been 
led by this compliment to recur to the treaties 
between the two countries which relate to the 
subject 2 

In the treaty of peace of the 3d of September, 
1783, is the following article : 

« Art. 3. It is agreed that the people of the 
United States shall continue to enjoy, unmolest- 
ed, the right to take fish of every kind on the 
Grand Bank, and on all the other Banks, of New- 
foundland ; also, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and all other places in the sea,where the inhabit- 
ants. of both countries used at any time hereto- 
fore to fish; and also, that the inhabitants of the 
United States shall have liberty to take fish of 
every kind on such part of the coast of New- 
foundland as British fishermen shall use; (but 
not to dry or cure the same on that island ;) and 
also on the coasts, bays, and creeks, of all other 
of his Britannic majesty’s dominions in America ; 
and that the American fishermen shall have liber- 
ty to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled 
bays, harbors, and creeks, of Nova-Scotia, Magda- 
Jen island, and Labrador, so long as the same shall 
remain unsettled; but so soon as the same or cither 
of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for 
the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such set- 
tlement, without a previous agreement for that 
purposé with the inhabitants, proprietors, or pos- 
sessors of the ground.” : 

According to this article, there is a right abso- 
lute and a right conditional, yested in the United 
States in relation to the fisheries With respect 
to the latter, it might have been withdrawn, under 
the circumstances specified in the article, even 
if the late war had never taken place: but the 
former, that is, the absolute right, cannot be 
withheld without a manifestation of bad faith on 
the part of Great Britain, or a new agreement 


concerning it between the parties. Vattel ex. 
VOL. LV. 








pressly lays it down, that to take arms for a fresh 
cause, is no breach of a treaty of peace: and in- 
sists (b. 4, ch. 4, § 42,) that the rights acquired by 
such treaty still subsist notwithstanding such new 
war. He moreover maintains, generally, the doc- 
trine (b. 4, ch. 2, § 11,) that an alienation made 
by a treaty of peace is parcel of the dominion of 
the party to whom the thing is alienated ; and, of 
course, the interest in it cannot be altered except 
by a subsequent and different arrangement. The 
official notice of rear admiral sir David Milne (see 
National Register, page 62, vol. 4) can have no other 
meaning (when it says “ the American fishermen 
are not permitted to frequent harbors, bays, or 
creeks,” of Nova-Scotia,) than that the condition- 
al rigut secured by the treaty of 1783,-has been 
withdrawn. Should the British admiral, in prac- 
tice, give to that order any other construction, it 
will be contrary to the law of nations and to the 
faith usually reposed in treaties. 

The treaty of 1783, also contains the subjoined 
article : 

* Art. 8. The navigation of the river Missis- 
sippi, from its source to the ocean, shall forever 
remain free and open to the subjects of Great 
Britain and the citizens of the United States.” 

This, it will be observed, is a very broad stipu- 
lation. The word “ forever,” in diplomatic lan- 
guage, means nothing more than that the agree- 
ment shall remain in force until an alteration is 
made by the consent of parties. But in stipulat- 
ing for the navigation of the river Mississippi, 
from its source to the ocean, in favor of Great 
Britain, the United States were, in truth, convey- 
ing, in part, a privilege to which they, them- 
selves, had, at the time, no legitimate claim. By 
the treaty of 1762, Spain held Louisiana ; by that 
of 1783, with Great Britain, East and West Flo- 
rida were transferred té the Spanish monarch: 
So that the jurisdiction of the river Mississippi, 
southwardly from the northernmost part of the 
thirty-first degree of north latitude, (which, by 
the 2d article of the treaty of 1783, was.the south- 
ern boundary of the United States,) was unques- 
tionably in Spain. In the year 1783, therefore, 
the United States could not lawfully stipulate for 
the navigation of the Mississippi farther south than 
the thirty-first degree of north latitude. That this 
construction is a sound one, is proved by the in- 
terruption which the Spaniards have given to the 
navigation of the river Mississippi by American 
citizens. This interruption was partially remov- 
ed by the treaty of the 27th of October, 1795, the 
22d article of which provides for a place of de 
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posite for merchandise and other effects at New- 
Orleans ; but was not entirely obviated until the 
purchase of Louisiana, in 1803. ‘The discontents 
which, more or less, prevailed in the western parts 
of the United States, and particularly in Kentucky, 
on this subject, from the year 1789 until the year 
1803, will be readily recollected. Indeed, so jealous 
were the Spaniards in relation to the free navi- 
gation of the Mississippi, that, in the 4th article 
of the treaty of 1795, it is expressly stipulated, 
that “the navigation of the said river, in its 
whole breadth, from its source to the ocean, shall 
be free only'to his Catholic majesty’s subjects and 
ihe citizens of the United States, unless ux (the king 
of Spain) should extend this privilege to the subjects 
of other powers by special convention.” <Thus, it is 
plain, that the 8th article of the treaty of peace, 
of the 3d of September, 1783, between the Unit- 
ed States and Great Britain, in stipulating for the 
navigation of the river Mississippi from its source 
to the ocean, conveyed, in effect, no other right 
to Great Britain than a freedom of navigating that 
stream from its source to the thirty-first degree of 
north latitude. And-to that extent the British 
still possess the right. The additional right of 
sovercignty which was acquired over the river by 
the cession of Louisiana, was paid for by the 
American government ; and, therefore, any ex- 
tension of it to a foreign power, could scarcely be 
expected without an equivalent. See the treaty 
of 1795 with Spain: Laws of the United States : 
Colvin’s edition, page 262, vol. 1, and the note at 
the bottom of page 265, vol. 1. 

We do not, however, pergeive any very great ad- 
vantage that Great Britain could derive from the 
free navigation of the Mississippi. It cannot rea- 
sonably be supposed that she would so far negiect 
Quebec and Montreal, as to abandon the route of 
the St. Lawrence, and transport her goods for the 
Indian market by the way of the Mississippi: and 
if she did, the United States would thereby reap 
a benefit ; because the British ‘supplies’ of arms, 
&c, destined for the Indian tribes’ would pass un- 
der the observation of our custorh-house officers 
and. the officers of our military posts, which latter 
have of late been pushed very far into the north- 
ern and westeri parts of this continent. Viewed 
in this light, it is not easy to discern the value of 
the compliment which the Kentucky paper has 
paid to Mr. Ciay and Mr. Russert. 





FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
VWemorandums for an Essay against Luxury. 
Ist Proposition—Man was born without cloth- 

ing: cite’ Adam and Eve in proof. Contrary to 
nature to wear sniall-clothes: therefore luxurious. 
Weavers, tailors, and seamstresses, pernicious in 
society, and tend to overthrow the republic. No 
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occasion for sole-leather : the skin of the feet in 
men hardens by exposure, which renders shoes 
wholly unnecessary. Cookery a vile art, and not 
required by mankind in this probationary state, 
Men may subsist upon raw rattle-snakes—yide 
Wilkinson’s memoirs. Nonsense to build houses : 
it renders people effeminate. Blankets asuperfu. 
ity in winter: cold only ideal ; but as it operates 
chiefly upon the imagination, and is a kind of a 
stimulant, it is“a prodigious corroborant. of ge- 
nius ; which is a sufficient reason for sleeping in 
the open air in winter. Safety of the nation 
depends upon our forbearing to eat “ kidney 
fat” —vide Cicero and Juvenal, and all the ancient 
orators and poets, who are much better authority 
than the historians, because the former never exag- 
gerate or amplify. Print the Greek and Roman 
classics by way of illustration, and as an appendix 
to this essay. Refer to Ephraim Jenkinson and 
the Cosmogony ;—Berosus, Ocellus Lucanus, &e. 
“ The pigs they sleep,” &e. &c. 

2d Proposition.—If clothing and houses be ne- 
cessary, they are only necessary in a certain de- 
gree. Quote the English and the French, who are 
the most extravagant persons in the world in 
dress, and who, as nations, have been both blot. 
ted from the face of the earth on that account.— 
Calmuc Tartars live in tents ; a very wise people. 
The Athenians a silly people, because, their coun- 
try being full of fine marble, they carried on a 
trade with foreign nations in statues. The art of 
painting flourishes best among those whos are 
strangers to luxury. The Swiss very frugal and 
quite famous for the encouragement’ of the fine 
arts. Indian mode of life the true one. No lux- 








ury, and, consequently, no vice among them— 
vide Brackenridge’s Sketches of Louisiana. So- 
ciety altogether artificial: man not gregarious. — 
Industry leads to luxury : labor shouid be restrain- 
ed within due bounds. Tipling houses very good : 
they keep laborers from work, and prevent their 
getting too rich. ‘To walk about, and follow the 
first impulses of nature, the only genuine philo- 


sophy.' Skirts to coats entirely needless. Ridi- 
culous to wear a jacket and a coat too. Manu- 


factures the ruin of any country. David Hume 
an idiot. Tune-—* A light heart, and a thin pair 
of » Will go through the world, my brave 
boys.” 





PHILO-LUCILIUS. 


®xtract from an Essay “On Refinement in the 
Arts.”—By one David Hume. 

* Luxury isa word of an uncertain signification, 
and may be taken in a good as well as in a bad 
sense. In general, it means great refinement in 
the gratification of the senses; and any degree 
of it may be innocent or blameable, according to, 











the age, or country, or condition of the person. 
i To imagine that the gratifying of any sense, or 
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the indulging of any delicacy in meat, drink, or 
apparel, is, of itself, a vice, can never inter into 
ahead that is not disordered by the phrensies of 
enthusiasm. I have, indeed, heard of a monk 
abroad, who, because the windows of his cell 
opéned upon a noble prospect, made a covenant 
with his eyes never to turn that way, or receive so 
sensual a gratification. And such is the crime of 
drinking Champaigne or Burgundy, preferable to 
small beer or porter. These jndulgencies are 
only vices, when they are pursued at the expense 
of some virtue, as liberality or charity; in like 
manner as they are follies, when for them a man 
ruins his fortune, and reduces himself to want and 
beggary. Where they entrench upon no virtue, 
but leave ample subjects whence to provide for 
friends, family, and every proper object of ge- 
nerosity or compassion, they are entirely inno- 
cent, and have in every age been acknowledged 
such by almost all moralists. 

«Industry, knowledge, and humanity, are link- 
ed together by an indissulable chain, and are found, 
from experience as well as reason, to be peculiar 
to the more polished, and, what are commonly de- 
nominated, the more luxurious ages. 

« All the latin classics, whom we peruse in our 
infancy, universally ascribe the ruin of their state 
to the arts and riches imported from the east ; 
insomuch that Sallust represents a taste for 
painting as a vice, no less than lewdness and 
drinking. And so popular were these sentiments, 
during the latter ages of the republic, that this 
author abounds in phrases of the old rigid Roman 
virtue, though himself the most egregious instance 
of modern luxury and corruption; speaks con- 
temptuously of the Grecian eloquence, though 
the most elegant writer in the world; nay, em- 
ploys preposterous digressions and declamations 
to this purpose, though a model of taste and 
correctness. 

«But it would be easy to prove, that these 
writers mistook the cause of the disorders in the 
Roman state, and ascribed to luxury and the arts, 
what really proceeded from an ill-modelled go- 
vernment, and the unlimited extent of conquests. 
Refinement on the pleasures and conveniences of 
life has no natural tendency to beget venality and 
corruption. The value which all men put upon 
any particular pleasure, depends on comparison 
and experience ; nor is a porter less greedy of 
money,:which he spends on bacon and brandy, 
than a courtier who purchases Champaigne and 
ortolans.” 


MATERIALS FOR HISTORY. 
Interesting letters of the late governor M*Kean, re- 
specting the early periods of the history of the 

Wuited States. 

FROM THE WEEKLY REGISTER. 
Quincy, June 30, 1817. 

The oldest statesman in North America is no 
more. Vixit. 

M‘Kean, for whose services, and, indecd, for 
whose patronage the two states of’ Pennsylvania 
and Delaware once contended, is numbered with 
his:fathers. 

I cannot.express my feelings upon this event 
in any way better than by the publication of the 
inclosed letters : 

1. June 13,°1812. 
2. August 20, 1813, 
3. August 28, 1813. 
A. November 15, 1815 
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5. January, 1814. 

6. October 15, 1814. 

7. November 20, 1815. 

8. June 17, 1817. 
I pray you to print these letters in your Re- 
gister. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

Editor of the Baltimore Weekly Register. 


Philadelphia, June 13th, 1812. 

Dear Sir—On my return from a tour to the 
state of Delaware, I found your kind letter of the 
2d instafit, and thank you for this mark of esteem. 
~ Our venerable friend Clinton, has gone before’ 
us, so has the illustrious Washington, eleven years 
ago; and I have nearly outlived alk my early ac- 
quaintance. I remain the only surviving member 
of the first American congress, held in the city 
of New:York, in October, 1765; and but three 
more, of whom you are one, remain alive. of the 
second, held in this city, in September, 1774— 
It was my fate to be delegated to that trust annu- 
ally during the revolutionary war with Great Bri- 
tain, until the preliminary articles of peace were 
ve in 1782, which afforded me an opportunity 
of knowing every. member of congress during the 
whole of that time, and I declare with pleasure, 
and also with pride, that I embraced the political 
sentiments of none with more satisfaction (being 
congenial with my-own) than yours; nor do I re- 
collect a single question in which we differed. 


It is true, I was a friend to the revolution in 
France, from the assembly of the notables until 
the king was decapitated, which 1 deemed not 
only a very atrocious but a most absurd act. After 
the limited monarchy was abolished, I remained 
ina kind of apathy with regard to the leaders of 
the different parties, until I clearly perceived that 
nation was incapable at that time of being ruled 
by a popular government; and when the few, 
and afterwards an individual assumed a despotic 
sway over them, I thought them in a situation 
better than under the government of a mob, for 
I would prefer any kind of government to such a ' 
state, even tyranny to anarchy. On this subject, 
then, I do not conceive we differed widely. 


My dear sir, at this time of our lives, there can 
certainly be no question, as you observe, of hon- 
ors, profits, rank, Or fame between us. I shook 
hands with the world three years ago, and we 
said farewell to-each other; the toys and rattles 
of childhood would, in a few years more, be pro- 
bably as suitable to me as office, honor, or wealth ; 
but (I thank God) the faculties of my mind are as 
yet little, if any thing, impaired, and my affections 
and friendships. are unshaken. I do assure you 
that I venerate our carly friendship, and am hap- 
py in a continuance of it. 

Since my exemption from official and _profes- 
sional duties, I have enjoyed a tranquillity never 
(during a long protracted life) heretofore expé- 
rienced, and my health and comforts are sufficiens 
for a reasonable man. 

Our country is at this moment in a critical situ- 
ation ; the result is in the womb of fate ; ‘our sys- 
tem of government, in peace is the best in the 
world, but how it will operate in war, is doubtful ; 
this, however, is likely to be soon put to the test, 
and I sincerely regret it. 

There is a cheerful air in your letter that evi- 











dences health, peace, and competency, which, 
that you may long enjoy, is the sincere wish and 
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ardent prayer of, dear sir, your old friend sand 
most obedient servant, ‘ , 
THOMAS M‘KEAN. 
John Adams, esquire, 

Late President, U. 8. A. 


- Philadelphia, August 20th, 1813. 

Dear Sra—I can at length furnish you with a 
copy of the proceedings of the congress held at 
New-York, in 1765, it is inclosed herewith. After 
diligent inquiry, I had not been able to procure a 
single copy, either in manuscript or print, done in 
the U. States, but fortunately met one published 
by I. Almon, in London, in 1767, with a coilec- 
tion of American tracts, in four octavo volumes, 
from which I caused the present one to be print- 
ed; it may be of some use to the historian at 
least. 

The marquis de Casa Yrujo, with my daughter, 
their children and servants, made me a visit on 
his return from an embassy to the prince regent 
of Portugal, at Rio Janeiro, in Brazil, last June 
was a year, and remained here until a few weeks 
ago, owing to. the embargo, war, blockades, &c. 
when they sailed for Cadiz. The above circum- 
stances, with others, will, I trust, be some apology 
for my long delay in answering your last esteem- 
ed letter. 

In the congrcss of 1765, there were several 
conspicuous characters: Mr. James Otis appear- 
ed to me to be the boldest and best speaker—I 
voted for him as our president, but brigadier Rug- 
gles succeded by one vote, owing to the number 
of the committee from New-York, as we voted 
individually. When the business was finished, our 
president would not sign the petitions, and pe- 
remptorily refused to assign any reasons, until I 
pressed him so hard that he at last said, “ it was 
against his conscience ;” on which word I rung the 
charge so loud, that a plain challenge was given 
by him and accepted, in the presence of the whole 
corps; but he departed the next morning before 
day, without an adieu to any of his brethren. He 
seemed to accord with what was done during the 
session so fully and heartily, that Mr. Otis told me 
frequently it gave him surprise, as he confessed 
he suspected his sincerity. : 

There was less fortitude in that body than in 
the succeeding congress of 1774 : indeed some of 
the members seemed as timid as if engagedin a 
traitorous conspiracy. Mr. Ogden, then speaker 
of the New-Jersey assembly, followed the exam- 
ple of the president, declined to sign the peti- 
tions, though warmly solicited by mysek in pri- 
vate, and also by my father-in-law, colonel Borden, 
his colleague ; the consequence of my mentioning 
this fact, as I returned to New-Castle ernye 
New-Jersey, was, to Mr. Ogden, a burning in effi- 

in several of the countics, and his removal 
oo the office of speaker, at the neat meeting of 
the general assembly; and, to me, menaces 
of another challenge. The great mass of the peo- 
ple were at that time zealous in the cause of Ame- 
rica. Other incidents of that day are recollected 
but they are of trivial import. ao 

In-the year 1778, and afterwards, until the pre- 
liminaries of peace were signed, the members of 
congress varied yearly in point of talents and ex- 
ertions in favor of the revolution: they seemed 
to be considerably governed by the prospects be- 
fore them, as they were promising or the contra- 
ry ; however, a great majority were staunch whigs 
at-al] times. 
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Whatever may be the fate of our government 
in the United States, I decidedly think with you, 
for the reason you assign, that a democratic form 
in France, in the present age, was preposterous: 
[entertain the same opinion of the Spanish pro- 
vinces in South America. The form established 
last year by the cortes of Spain, is admirably adapt- 
ed to the state of civilization in the peninsula—jt 
is a capital performance, but will be attacked and 
resisted by the inquisitors, jesuits, monks, and all _ 
the bigots and petty tyrants. 

It does not seem to me, that either of your suc. 
cessors enjoy more ease than your predecessor, 
Mr. Madison has paid too great a defenses te 
the recommendations to office by low and design. 
ing men, who stood very much in need of recom- 
mendations themselves, though excellent demo- 
crats, if they were to be credited: Mr. Jefferson 
split on the same rock; many of their appoint- 
ments have been exceedingly improper ; though 
general Washington conferred offices on some 
tories, yet they were capable and only undeserv- 
ing. 

ity paper is drawing to a close, so is my life; 
I am nowin my eightieth year, therefore, more 
than a year older than vou. Had you not noticed 
the guéveration of your hand (an expressive word, 
though newly used) 1 should not have discovered 
it—mine quivers very much when feverish or agi- 
tated by severe exercise; my eyes grow dimmer, 
my hearing duller, and I have other symptoms 
of age ; but why repeat griev:nces that cannot be 
redressed ? May you not only continue to enjoy, 
but increase your health and otium cum dignitate 
with every other blessing ! 

Dear sir, your friend, 
THOMAS M‘KEAN. 

Hon. Jolin Adams. 


Philadelphia, August 2th, 1815. 

Dian Str—With sincerity I condole with you 
on the death of your daughter; I had five children 
who have died, three of whom have been married 
and left a numerous offspring. By these events 
we have sustained the deprivation of great com- 
forts ; but our loss is their ineffable gain ; they are. 
in the bosom of their father and their God. ‘These 
are among the common calamities of life ; resig- 
nation to the dispensations of Providénce, and 
gratitude for all the blessings left us, are indis- 
pensable duties. 

Your favor of the 31st last month would have 
been ackiiowledged before now, but from a hope 
l entertained of giving you some account of the 
congress at Albdny‘in 1754: however, ‘after con- 
siderable tnquiry, I have been disappointed. I 
have a faint recollection, that it was appointed by 
the British ministry for the ostensible purpose of 
ascertaining the boundaries of the several colo- 
nies to the eastward of Delaware ; but in reality 
to propose the least offensive plan for raising a 
revenue in America. In 1739, sir William Keith, 
a Scotch gentleman, who had been a lieutenant 
governor of Pennsylvania, proposed such an as- 
sembly to the ministry ; he also proposed the ex- 
tension of the British stamp duties to the colo- 
nies. He was then, I believe, in the Flee(-prison. 
The hints he gave were embraced, the first in 
1754, the second in 1764. 

It has becn long a matter of stirprise to me, 
that no gentleman of talents and charactér has 





undertaken to* write a history of the former Bri- 
tish colonies, now United States of America, at 
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least from 1756 to 1896, a period of fifty very im- 
portant years. Such a work would not only be a 
great benefit to posterity, but also to the author ; 
it would sell well. 

To form an opinion that a majority of the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania were against the American 
revolution at its commencement, was not uncom- 
mon, especially by strangers: the mistake arose 
from the circumstance of a large majority of their 
representatives and civil officers being in the op- 
position. This state was first settled by a colony 
of Quakers, their proprietor and governor, Wil- 
liam Penn, being at the head of the sect: they 
had the entire goverment or rule of Pennsylvania 
from 1682 until 1776, by the following means :— 
The province was in the beginning divided into 
three counties, Philadelphia, Chester, and Bucks, 
and when the three lower counties on Delaware 
(now. state of Delaware) separated from them in 
1700, each county had cight members in the le- 
gislature, and the city having been incorporated 
and inhabited chiefy by that sect, was allowed 
two. Eight other counties were erected prior 
to the revolution, and were allowed, some two, 
some but one representative, so that in all they 
had but ten ; although, if they had founded the 
representition according to the number of human 
beings in each district or county, the Quakers 
would have been greatly oyerruled, even add- 
ing all the tories or enemies of the revolution 
to their number. ‘The voice of the representa- 
tives was not the voice of the people, as is the 
case with the British parliament ; the three Qua- 
ker counties having 24 members in assembly, 
made all the laws. They gave great trouble to 
the whigs, but they were kept under by fear as 
well as by superior.numbers: from that day the 
people called Friends have ceased to rule Penn- 
sylvania: they foresaw the consequences of an 
equal representation, as it would affect them- 
selves, and this was their principal aversion to a 
change in the form of our government as a body, 
though many individuals, of their society differed 
with them and became active and good citizens. 

In the marriage of our children, their, not our 
happiness is to be chiefly consulted: I confess, 
my wish is to have them established in their na- 
tive country. 

On reflection, I cannot refer to a single instance 
of disinterested or evident friendship of Great 
Britain towards this country during the period 
you mention; every act which might bear such 
an aspect, has been performed for the interest of 
the administration alone, although coupled in 
some cases with that of their own island. 

1 shall always be pleased with your correspond- 
ence, and happy in contributing to your amuse- 
ment.. Your able talents for writing history, and 
your eminent. public station, induced a hope that 
we should be favored with an account of the 
transactions in America, for at least the last sixty 
years, from your pen. 

THOMAS M‘KEAN. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15, 1813. 

Dear Str—I have to thank you for the intro- 
duction of the reverend Mr. Henry Coleman to 
my acquaintance, and am sorry his other engage- 
ments deprived me of his company as often and 
in the manner I wished. 

My last letter was (I perceive) dated in August 
instead of September ; yours of that date, to which 
mine was ap auswer, bore the same datc, and | 
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suppose lay before me. Old age will discover it- 
self whether we will or not. 

The anecdote of sir William Keith’s propostl 
to the British ministry is to be found in the latter 
end of the first volume of American Tracts, print- 
ed by I. Almon, in London, 1767: it has been 
published in London in 1739, and is titled “A 
proposal for establishing by act of Parliament the 
duties upon’ stampt paper and parchment in all 
the British colonies.” Part of the anecdote I had 
by tradition, and in a novel, “ Peregrine Pickle,” 
for I have read and still read novels; these fabu- 
lous histories afford me not only amusement, but 
pleasure, because they almost universally make 
vice detested and punished, and virtue triumphant, 
which is not the case of history of real life. 

With respect to the histories of North America 
hitherto published, I concur with you in opinion ; 
they were not popular, because the authors were 
little known, and it was known, that they had not 
an opportunity of personal knowledge of thé facts 
they related, and in several of them were mista- 
ken: tue authors seem to have paid too much at- 
tention to those whom they supposed would, from 
their reputation for wealth and’ influence, be most 
likely to promote the sale of their books, or other- 
wise advance their fortunes: this temptation is 
now done away; the favored. characters ‘are all 
dead, and very few of their descendants at present 
in any way distinguished. _ 

Ihave briefly mentioned the situation of the 
people of Pennsylvania at the time of the Ameri- 
can revolution ; the like shall now be done with 
respect to Delaware. This small state was inha- 
bited before Pennsylvania; it consists of only 
three counties, viz. New-Castle, Kent, and Sussex, 
the last was settled by a few families from Swe- 
den, more from Holland, but the great mass from 
England. Kent was nearly in the same propor- 
tions: and New-Castle was inhabited from Swe- 
den, Holland, but the great majority were from 
Ireland: there were a few from England and 
Scotland. In New-Castle three-fifths were at the 
time of the revolution Presbyterians; in Kent 
about five-eighths Protestant Episcopalians, and 
in Sussex two-thirds of the latter. The “ Soci- 
ety in London for propagating the Gospel in fo- 
reign parts,” had about half'a dozen missionaries, 
perhaps more, in the state of Delaware, to some 
of whom they gave a salary of 601: to others 50/. 
sterling a year; these ministers: foresaw, that if 
America’ became an independent state or nation, 
their salaries would necessarily cease; it was 
their interest, therefore, to oppose the revolution, 
and they did oppose it, though with as much se- 
crecy as practicable. ‘They told their * hearers, 
many of whom, especially in Sussex, were illite. 
rate, ignorant, and bigotted, that it was a plin of 
the Presbyterians to get their religion establish- 
ed, that it originated in New-England and was 
fostered by the Presbyterians in every colony or 
province. A majority of thié state were unques- 
tionably against the independence of America, 
but the most sensible of the Episcopalians, the 
Baptists, and Quakers, and the Presbyterians, with 
very few exceptions, prevailed against them, as 
they believed they would be overpowered with 
the help of the’ other colonics, if they resisted. 1 
could not avoid remarking, that I was chosen, 
unanimously, speaker of the house of representa- 


sent, there were but six, including myself, who 
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That you may continue to enjoy health, and 
every other blessing, is the sincere prayer of, 
dear sir, your old friend, 

THOMAS M‘KEAN. 

The hon. John Adams. 


Philadelphia, January, 1814. 

Dean Srr—tIn your favor of the 26th Novem- 
ber last, you say, “ that you ventured to say, that 
about a. third of the people of the colonies were 
against the revolution.” It required much reflec- 
tion before I could fix my opinion on this subject, 
but on mature iberation I conclude you are 
right, and that More than a third of influential 
characters were against it. The opposition con- 
sisted chiefly of the Friends, or Quakers, the Me- 
nonists, the Protestant Episcopalians, whose cler- 
gy received salaries from the Society for propa- 
gating the Gospel in foreign parts; and from the 
oflicers of the crown, and. proprietors of provinces, 
with their connexions, adding the timid and those 

’ who believed the colonies would be conquered, 
and that of course they would be safe in their per- 
sons and property, from such conduct, and also 
have a probability of obtaining office and_distinc- 
tion ; and also the discontented and capricious of 
all grades. ; 

1 have not heard the specific sum of money Mr. 
C. J. Marshall received for his copy right of the 
Life of Washington, nor have I been able to ob- 
tain any certain information concerning it; but if 
he obtained a sixth part of what you mention I 
think he ought to be contented. _ 

During my’ protracted life, L neither have had 
leisure nor inclination to write a history, apd at 
my present age it is out of the question. Itis true 
i have often been spoken to, and even solicited by a 
great many of my learned acquaintance to under- 
take that of the American revolution, beginning at 
the year 1760, or before ; among them Dr. Rush, 
your former correspondent, was not the least 
anxious. 3 

Though I shall never write a history; I will 
give you a historical fact respecting the declara- 
tion of independence, which may amuse if not 
surprise. 

On the 1st of July, 1776, the question was taken 
in the committee of the whole of congress, when 
Pennsylvania, represented by seven members, 
then present, voted against it—4 to 3—among the 
majority were Robert Morris and John Dickinson. 
Delaware (having only two present, namely, my- 
selfand Mr. Read) was divided: all the other 
states voted in favor of it. The report was delayed 
until the 4th, and in the mean t me I sent an.express 
for Cesar Rodney, to Dover, in the county of 
Kent, in Delaware, at my private expense, whom 
1 met at the state-house door on the 4th of July, 
in his boots; he resided eighty miles from the 
city, and just arrived as congress met. ‘Fhe 
question was taken: Delaware voted in favor 
of independence: Pennsylvania (there being 
only five members present, Messrs. Dicken- 
son and Morris absent) voted also for it: Messrs. 
Willing and, Humphrics were against it. Thus 
the thirteen states were unanimous in favor of 
independence. Notwithstanding this, in the print- 
ed public journal of congress for 1776, volume 2, 
it appears that the declaration of independence 
was declared on the 4th of July, 1776, by the gen- 
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George Reed, esquire, was not in favor of it; and 
seven were not in congress on that day, namely, 
Messrs. Morris, Rush, Climer, Smith, Taylor, and 
Ross, all of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Thornton, of 
New-Hampshire; nor were the six gentlemen 
last named, members of congress on the 4th of 
July. The five for: Pennsylvania. were appoiat- 
ed delegates by the convention of ‘that state 
on the twentieth of July, and Mr. Thornton 
took his seat in congress, for the first time, on the 
fourth of November following : when the names 
of Henry Wilmer, of New-York, and Thomas 
M‘Kean, of Delaware, are not printed as subscri- 
bers, though both were present in congress on 
the 4th of July, and voted for independence. 
Here false colors are certainly hung out ; there 
is culpability somewhere ; what I have heard as 
an explanation is as follows : When the declara- 
; tion was voted, it was ordered to be engrossed 
‘lon parchment, and then signed, and that a few 
‘days, afterwards a resolution. was entered on the 
: secret journal, that no person have a seat 
| in Congress, during that year until he should have 
, signed the declaration of independence. After 
; the 4th of July, I was not in Congress for several 





i, months, having marched with a regiment of asso- 


ciators, as colonel, to support general Washing- 
ton, until the flying ee of ten thousand men 
was completed... When the associators were dis- 
charged, I returned to Philadelphia, took my 
seat in Congress, and signed’my name to the de- 
claration on parchment. ‘This transaction should 
be truly stated, and the then secret journal should 
be made public. In the manuscript journal, Mr. 
Pickering, then secretary .of state, and myself, 
saw a printed half sheet of paper with the names 
of the members afterwards in the printed jour- 
nals, stitched in. We examined the parchment, 
where my name is sigued in my own hand wh- 
ting. 

A glimmering of peace appears in the horizon; 
may it be realized; but every preparation should 
be made for a continuance of the war. Whenthe 
British arms have been successful, I have never 
found their rulers or ministers otherwise than 
haughty, rude, imperious—nay, insolent. They 
and their allies have this year been successful, 
both in north.and south of Europe. 

My sight fades very fast, though my writing 
may not discover it. God bless you. Your 
friend, 

THOMAS M‘KEAN. 


Philadelphia, ‘October 15, 1814. 
Dean Str—The communications of our pleni- 
potentiaries at Ghent, give complete evidence of 
the temper and views of the British government 


will emphatically waite them. I have always been 
of opinion, that the administration of Britain in- 
tended to protract the negotiation until the re- 
sult of the present campaign should be known ; 
but, until now, I did not believe they meant to 
continue the war longer. War, then, is the order 
of the day. We will never be British colonies 
again. ‘The loss of the lives of many thousands 
of our fellow citizens, and of millions of treasure, 
must be the consequence ; but in times of peace 
death is not idle, and luxury and dissipation squan- 
der millions. When not half. as numerous, anc 





tlemen whose names are there inserted; whereas 
nv person signed it on that day, and among the 
naincs there msecrted, one gentleman, namely, 


not a tenth part so wealthy, we fought them, near 
forty years ago, with the assistance of five or six 
thousand troops from France, and the diversion 
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occasioned by the French navy, and we. beat 
them. Weare now so well prepared, and have 
had such recent proofs of the skill and bravery, 
poth on the ocean and on the land, that there is 
no reason to despair of succesSagain 

The year ensuing will be the year of trial—we 
shall then have as able and as brave officers and 
privates as we have ever had ; nay, I will venture 
to say, superior by sea and land—and when I re- 
flect that we can bring ten men into the field for 
the same expense as our enemy can one, (for they 
will have to bring.their forces three thousand 
miles at least before they can meet us) there is 
reason to conclude, our finances will hold out as 
long as theirs; especially when we consider they 
have been lately twenty years at war with another 
country, that commanded all their energies. 

An omnipotent and benevolent Providence may, 
by permitting new broils and contests in Europe, 
or by other means, furnish other employment for 
the British administration, besides planning’ the 
destruction or subjugation of an innocent people, 
fighting for their independence and just rights. 
On God tet us rely ; he has been, and still is, our 

eneral in chief. 

I thought I had been done with the world, hay- 
ing spent eighty years in it, but unexpected 
events have recalled my attention to it for a short 
time. 

The declaration of war appeared to me impro- 
vident and very wrong; but now there must .be 
no retrospection ; all our powers must be exercis- 
ed on the present and the future. é 

In Philadelphia we are at last roused, and pre- 
paring for defence and safety. ‘There is an entire 
change of elective officers, both in this city and 
county, without a single exception. 

This will be handed to you by the Rev’ Mr. 
Coleman, who makes but a short stay here ; he 
has assured me of your good health. Having this 
opportunity, I uk not refrain writing, and my 
mind ‘being engrossed with the situation -of our 
country, in obtaining and securing the happiness 
of which you and I have employed so many years 
of our lives, at the risk of every thing valuable in 
this world, has forced from me a political epistle. 
Your worthy son being placed at the head of the 
commissioners of the United States for negociat- 
ing a peace, has hitherto prevented me from en- 
gaging my pen to you about the politics of the 
times. 

May we live’ to see an honorable and success- 
ful termination of this second arduous contest for 

- American liberty ; and may you be as happy as I 
wish you. 
. Your friend, 
THOMAS M'‘KEAN. 
His excellemcy John Adams. 


Philadelphia, Nov. 20, 1815. 

Dear Srr—I can now answer the questions in 
your favor of the 30th of July, viz. Who shall 
write the history of the American revolution, 
&e.? 

Major general James Wilkinson has written it. 
He commences with the battle. of Bunker’s or 
Breed’s Hill, at Boston, and concludes with the 
battle near New-Orleans, on the Mississippi, a 
period of forty years. It will be published in 
three vols. large 8vo. each containing about 500 
pages. ; 

The General, I am informed, confines hiniself to 
military tranSactions, with a reference to a very 
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few of the civil. 1 knew him personally near forty 
years ago, but have not seen or heard from him 
for the last seven years : I think him above me- 
diocrity. .He has been jn the army during the 
whole time, and is better qualified to give a de- 
scription of its proceedings than any gentleman 
with whom I am acquainted. 

This history has been written within the last 
seven or eight months, at Germantown, about 
six-miles ‘from this city ; though I have not heard 
of the General being there until lately : he has 
kept himself quite retired and private. ; 

I do not recollect on 4 formal speeches, . such as 
are made in the British parliament and our late 
congresses, to have been made in the revolution- 
ary congress, though I was a member for eight 
years, from 1774 until the preliminaries of peace 
were signed. We had no time to hear such 
speeches: little for deliberation : action was the 
order of the day. The speech of Mr. Richard 
K. Lee, given by the Italian, the Chevalier Bot. 
ta, which I have read, may have been delivered, 
but I have no remembrance of it, though in con- 
gress, nor would it do any member much credit : 
I have no favorable opinion of the Chevalier, he 
appears to me a'vain and presuming character to 
have attempted such a history; perhaps the res an- 
guste domi (poverty) impelled him. 

Although we may not in the United States have 
a Thucidydes, a Tacitus, Hume, Robertson or 
Gibbon, who have been reckoned the best histo- 
rians in Greece, Rome or Great Britain, yet we 
have gentlemen of great talents, and capable of 
writing the history of ‘our revolution with at least 
as much regard to truth as any of them has ex- 
hibited. 

With respect to general Wilkinson I recollect 
an anecdote; he was in 1777 an aid to general 
Gates, and by him sent to congress at Yorktown, 
in Pennsylvania, with the despatches, giving an 
account of the surrender of Sir John Burgoyne 
and the British army to the Americans, at Sara- 
toga; on the way he spent a day af Reading, a- 
bout fifty miles from Yorktown, with a young la- 
dy from Philadelphia, whom he afterwards mar- 
ried, When the despatches were read in con- 
gress, propositions were — for paying a pro- 
per compliment to the favorite of general Gites 
who brought us such pleasing news. Governor 
Samuel Adams, with a grave and solemn face, 
moved congress that the young gentleman should 
be presented with “ a pair of spurs.” 

What changes in Europe have occurred since } 
had the pleasure of writing to you last! Louis 
18th is again on the throne of France, the great 
Napoleon at the bottom of the wheel, never to 
risé more, a prisoner for life. ‘The French nation 
miserable ; Spain has re-established the tribunal 
of the Inquisition and restored the Jesuits. ‘The 
rulers of Portugal void of common sense. South 
America in a state of opposition to the govern- 
ment of Spain, and in all appearance will soon be 
independent of it. Whatever is is right, said Mr. 
Pope, the first cf poets and moralists. 

I have nothing to do with politics, nor much 
with any thing else in this world, but { hear and 
listen. It is said that James Monroe, secretary 
of state, John Armstrong, late secretary of war, 
Dewitt Clinton, late mayor of New-York, and per- 
haps Rufus King, now a senator, will be propo- 
sed as candidates for the next presidency. I do 





not think the prospect of either or any of them 
very encouraging. 
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Mr. John Q. Adams has been named, but it is 
not known whether this may not create jealousy 
or injure him with the present administration, 
which his friends would ¢y all means avoid. 

My Sheet is almost’ finished. God bless you. 

Your old friend, 
THOMAS M‘KEAN. 

His Excellency John Adams. 


Philadelphia, June 17th, 1817. 
Dear Strn—I am at present obliged to write to 
you by another hand. The inclosed letter was 
sent to me in May last, by your son Thomas B. 
Adams, esq. with a request that I should return 
it under cover to you. I regret that owing toa 
mistake of his residence, I had not the pleasure 
of his company at my table when he was last in 
this city. Miss Rutter has been so kind, I un- 
derstand, as to explain the circumstance to him. 
It seems that the office of secretary of state, the 
talents-of the candidates being equal, is the step 
ladder to the presidential chair, at least it has 
been s6 in the cases of the three last presidents. 
Now as your son the honorable John Quincy A- 
dams, is appointed to that station, if he makes 
the best advantage of his situation, it is more 
than probable that he may be the next president 
of the United States. 
I shall seldom hereafter be able to write to 
you. 
Please to pay my devoirs to your son, and jac- 
cept my most sincere wishes for your health and 

happiness. Iam your old friend, 
THOMAS M‘KEAN, 

His Excellency John Adams. 

P. S. Lhave answered Mr. Ingersoll’s request 
by a publication in the newspapers. 


1 





From the Harrisburg (Pa..) Republican. 
PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE. 
June 18, 1776. 
This day the provincial conference met in this 
city, in consequence of a cireular letter from the 
committee of Philadelphia, when colonel Thomas 
M‘Kean was chosen President, colonel Joseph 
Hart, Vice-President, Jonathan B. Sinith, and 
Samuel.C. Morris, secretaries. 
June 20, 176. 
A DECLARATION. 

Wnaentas George the Third, King of Great 
Britain, &c. in violation of the principles of the 
British constitution, and. of the laws of: justice 
and humanity, hath, by an accumilation of op- 
pressions unparalleled in history, excluded the 
inhabitants of this with the other American colo- 
nies from his protection: And whereas he hath 
jap no regard to any of our numerous and duti- 
ul petitions for redress of our complicated griev- 
ances, but hath Jately purchased foreign troops to 
assist in enslaving us, and hath excited the sava- 
ges of this country to.carry on a war against us, 
as also the negroes to imbrue their hands in the 
blood of their masters, in a manner unpractised 
by civilized nations ; and moreover hath. lately 
insulted our calamities by declaring that he will 
shew us no mercy, until he hath subdued us ; and 
whereas the obligations of allegiance (being re- 
ciprocal between a king and his subjects) are now 
dissolved on the side of the colonists of the de- 
spotism of the said king, insomuch that it now ap- 
pears that loyalty to him is treason uaguinst the 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER, 


[No. 8. Vox. 1V_ 


only the parliament but there is reason to believe 
too many of the # vice: of Great Britain have con, 
curred in the aforesaid arbitrary and unjust pro. 
ceedings against us ; and whereas the public yir. 
tue of this colony (so essential to its liberty and 
a) must be endangered by a future poli. 
tical union with, or dependence upon a crown 
and nation so lost to justice, patriotism and mag. 
me & 

_ We the Depvurizs of the people of Pennsylva. 
nia, assembled in rutt provincial conference for 


gress of the 15th of May last, for su ressing 
authority in this province derived fren the pe de 
of Great Britain, and for establishing a ern. 
ment upon the authority of the people only, ne 
in this public manner, in behalf of ourselves, and 
with the approbation, consent and authority of 
our constituents, uNanrmousty declare our wil. 
lingness to concur in a vote of the congress de. 
elaring the United Colonies free and independent 
Srarss : provided the forming ‘the government,’ 
and the lation of the ‘internal police of this 
colony, be always reserved to the people ofthe said 
colony; and we do farther call upon the nations 
of Europe, and appeal to the at Arbiter and - 
Governor, of the empires of the world, to wit- 
ness for-us, that this declaration did not originate ' 
in ambition or in impatience of lawful authority, 
but that we were driven to it in obedience to the 
first principles of nature, by the oppressions and 
cruelties of the aforesaid king and parliament of 
Great Britain, asthe only possible measure that 
was left us to preserve and establish our liberties, 
and to transmit them inviolate to posterity. 
Signed by order of the conference, 
THOMAS M‘KEAN, President. / 


Lutheran Centurial Jubilee—The following docu- 
ment, issued by the king of Denmark, appoint- 
ing a Centurial Jubilee, commemorative of the 
reformation by Maxtin Luturr, will not fail to 
interest many of our readers. It is stated by 
the editor of the Baltimore Federal Gazette, 
that the Lutheran Synods of New-York, of 
Pennsylvania,-of Maryland, and the adjoining 
states passed. at their Just session, a resolution 
recommending the observance of the ever me- 
morable 31st of October next, to the members 
of their respective congregations. 
CENTURFAL JUBIEZE. 
FROM THE HAMBURG CORRESPONDENT. 
Translated for the Federal Gazette. 

We, Frederick VI. by the grace of God, king 
of Denmark, &c. &c. having experienced the hap- 
py effects which have resulted to our country by 
pure and evangelical doctrines, and having cotst- 
dered and felt the importance of so inestimable 
a blessing, so we also desire that the thanks which 
are due to the oe pro Ruler may be poured 
forth throughout all our dominions, where his 
word is explained :—-We therefore ordain that (in 
commemoration of the reformation which was so 
happily commenced by Dr. Martin Luther, on the 
31st of October, 1517, and completed by the aid 
of Divine Providence) a jubilee: shall be celebrat- 
ed in all the churches of our dominions—in the 
University of Copenhagen, and in all academies 
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our forefathers celebrated it in the years 1617, and 


at as it is our royal wish, that the facts attend- 
ing the reformation be better known among all 
classes of our subjects, particularly the rising ge- 
neration; we have ordered that a sketch of it be 

rinted and distributed throughout our kingdom. 
ied, inasmuch as it is highly important to us that 
the confession of faith as it originated with Dr. 
Martin Luther may never be forgotten, we have 
orderéd that the Augsburg confession, copied 
minutely from the original Latin, be published, 
and a copy deposited in every congregation in our 


kingdom, under the particular care and responsi- 


bility of the clergymen thereof. 

In addition to the ceremonies, &c. which we 
have already ordered to be observed on this occa- 
sion, we order the following : 

1. The jubilee which shall be celebrated in com- 
memoration of the reformation commenced. by 
Dr. Martin Luther, shall continue threevdays, viz. 
the 31st of October, and the first and secoad No- 
yember next ensuing. . 

2. On the preceding Sunday, viz. on the 26th 
of October, this festival shall be proclaimed from 
every pulpit, and two heralds in full dress shall 
publish and proclaim this eur royal willand order 
respecting the ensuing jubilee, at all public places 
in our royal residence, the city of Copenhagen. 

3. Immediately after the ringing of the bells, 
which shall commence at five o’clock onthe even- 
ing of the 30th of October and continne for one 
hour, the royal musicians of the city. of Copenha- 
gen, shall perform some of the most solemn psalm 
melodies, kc. from the steeple of Trinity church. 
This shail also be done on the first and second 
evenings of the jubilee from the steeple of the 
ptincipal church in every town in our kingdom. 

4. The commencement of the jubilee shall be 
announced at the rising of the sun on the morning 
of the 31st October, by the firing of three rounds 
from all the cannon in our kingdom. 

5. Solemn praises and thanksgiving shall be of- 
fered at the throne of Grace on the morning and 
afternoon of the 31st of October, for the preser- 
vation of sound evangelical doctrine till this time. 
The texts shall be in the morning, John, chap.’8, 
v. 12; and in the afternoon, Eph. chap. 2, v.8, 9, 
10, And in all places where it is possible, the 
churches shall be elegantly adorned, and bands 
of music employed. After thé sermons, both be+ 
fore and afternoon, a’solemn Te Deum shall be 
sung, accompanied with appropriate music. 

6. Latin speeches shall be delivered, on the 2d 
day of the festival, in the University of Copenha- 
gen by the principal professor of theology, and in 
all academies by ‘the principal. On'this day aca- 
demic honors will be conferred. 

7. The third day, Sunday the 2d of November, 
shall be celebrated in a similar manner as the first 
day of jubilee—prayers and humble petitions shall 
be offered to the Supreme giver of all good, in- 
voking him for the further preservation of sound 
and pure doctrine. The texts for this day are, 
morning Ist Cor. chap.3, v.11, and in the after- 
noon Heb..chap. 13, v: 8. AH singing in the 
churches to be accompanied with appropriate mu- 
sic. Kach clergyman will previously receive the 
prayers which are ordered to be read on this oc- 
casion. 

8. No public balls or theatrical representations 
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mechanics and laborers” shall rest from their oc- 
cupations and labor. 

. The close ofthe jubilee shall be announced 
by salvos of cannon at sunset, on the evening of 
the 2d of November, which shall be fired in the 
same order as on the morning of the 31st of Oc- 
tober. All interested will govern themselves ac- 
cordingly. 

Given in our royal residence, the city of Copen- 
hagen, the 9th day of April, 1817. 


PRESIDENT’S TOUR. 


PORTSMOUTH, JULY 15, 

On the entrance of the President into Market- 
street, he d through an arch of evergreen, 
which had — tastefully formed by the ladies. 
of this town, near which.a band of music received 
him with national and appropriate airs. After 
arriving at Frost’s hotel, the President and suite, 
together with the committee of arrangements, 
appeared in the balcony over the door, which 
was fancifully decorate1, when the Honorable 
Mr. Mason, in behalf,oi the citizens, deliver- 
ed the following address : 


To the President of the United States. 

Srr—The presence of the Chief Magistrate, se-. 
lected for his eminent virtues and public services, 
to preside over and direct the councils of a great 
nation; must always excite feelings of the highest 
interest—The inhabitants of the town of Ports- 
mouth, remote from the seat of the general 
vernment, can expect few opportunities of wit- 
nessing sucha gratifying scene. We therefore 
eagerly embrace this fortunate occasion to pree 
sent our ardent and sincere congratulations. 

Engaged chiefly in the business of commerce 
and navigation, we know our destinies are, in a 
peculiar manner, dependent on the measures of 
that government, to which the protection of those 
important objects, is exclusively confided. These 
enterprising pursuits, which have always been - 
greatly contributary to the general welfare, are 
now suffering under a temporary depression— 
But we have entire confidence that the wisdom 
and justice of government will extend to them 
all the protection and support, that shall be in its 
power. 

To superintend and conduct the national con- 
cerns has always, in free vernments, been the 
favorite employment of the best and greatest men. 
By no other means can an individual of dis- 
tinguished talents so-eminently promote the pub- 
lic good. The successfil performance of such 
duties must, ‘at-all times, constitute a sure claim 
to the gratitude of a generous people. This sir, 
is the arduous and honorable service, which is en- 
trusted to you, by the citizens of the United 
States, 

Sensible how greatly the national prosperity 
depends on the due administration of the govern- 
ment, we recall to our recollection, with much 
satisfaction, the numerous pledges of attachmeitt 
to the public interest, furnished, by the history 
of your past life. It is our earnest and confident 
hope that your ‘administration, by perfecting our 
valuable institutions, and by uniting public sen- 
timent, and’ wisely directing it to proper national 
objects, may fulfil the present happy anticipations, 
and thus establish ona firm basis, your own and 
your country’s happiness, honor and glory. 

J. MASON, in behalf of the 





can be allowed. ov either of these three days— | 





Inhabitarits of the town of Portsmouth. 
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The President made a suitable reply to the 
foregoing, a copy of which we regret we have 
not been able to obtain for this paper. ; 

On Sunday the President attended public wor- 
ship. On Monday he visited the Navy Yard and 
Forts. Salutes were fired on his arrival and de- 
parture, } 

During his stay here the President was waited 
on by a committee fromthe Society of Associated 
Mechanics, acompanied by their President and 
Vice President, and presented with the following 
address : 

JAMES MONROE, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Sir—In behalf of the society of Associated Me- 
chanics and Manufacturers of the state of New- 
Hampshire, we ask leaye to present you their 
respectful salutations, and’to express with unfeign- 
ed cordiality the satisfaction they derive from the 
visit with which you are “pleased to honor this 
metropolis. 

They are not unmindful that your numerous 
official avocations require your first attention, and 
must necessarily render your present tour a 
the country extremely arduous ; consequently 
too frequent recurrence of formal addresses may 
become irksome, and even painful ; yet they have 

presumed it not incompatible with duty, or with 
the rules of propriety to avail themselves of the 
present opportunity of expressing their public re- 
gard f*: the man in whom seven millions of free 
people have re d the highest degree of public 
confidence, and to whom they are indebted for 
the most important services. 

We notice with peculiar satisfaction the atten- 
tion which the Arts and Manufactures. of our 
country-have received from you, and view it as 
the harbinger of increasing prosperity, and as a 
mean of perpetuating our independence, Accept 
sir, our sincere wishes for your futare wealth and 
happiness, and our assurances that no portion of 
the community can feel a more lively interest in 
your personal welfare than do the Associated Me- 
chanics of New-Hampshire. 

ABNER GREENLEAFP, 
WILLIAM SIMES, 
NATHL. B. MARCH, 
JOHN BURLFY HILL, 
DAVID C. FOSTER, J 

The President was pleased to make a very ap- 
propriate and affectionate reply, which as it was 
delivered extempore, it isnot im our power at 
present to lay before the public. 

On Tuesday the t5th ultimethe President left 
Portsmouth, passed over into Kittery, where he 
was met by a respectable committee of the citi- 
zens of Maine, of whom the honorable Mr. 
Hotmes was chairman, who addressed him as fol- 
lows : 

To the President of the United States, 

Srr—As citizens of Maine, we take the liberty 
to meet the chief magistrate of the nation, on his 
entering our district, and to pay him our respects. 
ft being the first time a President of the United 
States has visited this section of the country, it is 
a source of peculiar satisfaction to meet and greet 
one whose private virtues and public administra- 
tions have been so much and so justly admired by 
the people of Maine. 

Permit us, sir, for ourselves and our friends, to 
congratulate you on your election as President, 
and bid you a cordial welcome to this parteof the 
Union ; to tender you our services to alleviate the 
fatigues of your jouyney, and our wishes and ex- 


Committee. 
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ertions that all your labors for thi 
received with gratitude and PR a 
Through the wisdom of | yourself and Your ¢o. 


patriots; the patriotism of the .. 
fevor of Heaven, you have the Pom tay P 
receive the voluntary homage of the nati re 4 


witness its peace, prosperity, fi k to 
pa P prospe ys ‘eedom isdhappi, 
This journey, like the journey of = 
commenced and samen. for the public Gin 
Like that, its fatigues have been endured with 
patience, its obstacles overcome with 
rance, its storms encountered with f anid . 
its refreshing sunshines relished with equanims, 
and gratitude. In each, as you have alrenead . 
you have acquired additional honor, reverence 
and love. In your future progress in both 
your health be preserved, your country’s Drowped 4 
ity and glory secured; and the affections, COhfiens 
dence, and union of the people, increased and ese rf 
firmed. And when these respective journiesshall 


be ended, and you shall return home, may yotat . 
beclvam 





the close of the one, be received in 
happiness to the embraces of an affectionate fami: 
ly; and of the other to the faver and fruition of. 
— who will never fail to reward the great and ; 
good. i 

‘To this address the President made an affection. _ 
ate and appropriate reply. 

The same day he proceeded through the towns . 
of Kittery, York, Wells, Arundle and Bi 
Saco, where he partook of a collation at doctor 
Thornton’s, marshal of the district—-thence to 
Scarborough, and arrived at Portland in the eye. 
ning. The next day he visited the forts at the 
mouth of the harbor, and *ound them in their vsy.' 
al excellent and neat order—took a view of the 
harbor and country adjacent from the observate. 


zens—was introduced to many gentlemen and 
ladies—visited various parts of the town, &, 
During: his stay at Portland, he received the ad. » 
dresses of committees from Bath, Brunswick, and 
many other towns eastward from Portlandy solicit. 
ing a visit ; but the President’s arrangements were 
such as to oblige him to decline their polite invi- 
tations. 

Returning from Portland, he breakfasted with» 
judge ‘T'aacuen at Biddeford, took the upper road 
and passed through Berwick, South Berwick, and 
Somersworth to Dover, where he arrived on © 
Thursday in time to dine. Here he receivedaw ’ 
address from a committee of the citizens of that ~ 
ancient town—to which he returned a verbalan- 
swer. On the evening of that day the President 
and his suite attended a brilliant party of ladies 
and gentlemen at the seat of the honorable. Wm! * 
Lim Haxz, at whose hospitable mansion he lodg- 
ed. 

At six o’clock next morning, the President and 
suite, (the gallant general MruLen, and Mr. Mason, 
his private secretary) left Dover, breakfasted at 
Richardson’s in Durham, proceeded through the 
turnpike to Nottingham, Northwood, Epsom, and + 
Chichester—to and from which towns he was met, ~ 
in some instances by military, and in all cases bp © 
the citizens on horseback and escorted. 3 

He atrived on the confines of the town of Com ~ 
cord about three o’clock, where he was met by 2 ~ 
committee consisting of the selectmen, and seve-~ 
ral private citizens; and under escort of a compa ~ 








iny of cavalry and citizens on horse back, proceed« ~ 


at 


ry—received and answered an address of the citi. 
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ed by the discharge of artillery. Accompanied by 
two other boats, the President was wep’ down 
the Merrimack three and a half miles, by Turkey 
River falls to Garven’s falls, where five locks 
through the solid rock are ‘constructed, thence 
through the locks again into the Merrimack be- 
low the falls. The afternoon was delightful—the 
atmostphere having cooled by the sun being par- 
tially obscured ; and the scene was truly gratify- 
ing and welcome. ‘The serenity of the majestic 
stream which from its rude and useless state, by 
the |e atsrmmmenon and enterprise of an individual, 
has been converted into a source of useful com- 
merce and wealth to our citizens—the beautiful 
landscape which its variegated shores presented— 
the sound of music from a volunteer band playing 
the patriotic and favorite airs which will long pre- 
serve the memory of the most brilliant events in 
our nation’s history—all contributed to give a fine 
effect to this grateful excursion. Arrived below 
the falls; the President and suite returned by 
land in their carriages, as did a part of the compa- 
ny; while the remainder returned by water. The 
company consisted of about one hundred and fifty 
of both sexes. . 

In the evening the President attended a select 
party at colonel Kenr’s. sae 

The Governor of New-Hampshire was prevent>: 
ed from paying his personal respects to the Pre- 
sident, by a severe indisposition, as appears by the. 
following letter addressed to Mr. -Monroe, and. 
delivered to him. by the Secretary of State : 
E NEW-HAMPSHIRE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Epping, July 18, 1817. 

Dear Sin,—It is to mea subject of much re- 
gret that in your tour through New-Hampshire; 
I have been unable to pay you that respectful at- 
tention, and those personal civilities, which I 
consider due both ‘to your private character, and 
official station. You were verbally informed, 
while at Portsmouth, of my severe indisposition ; 
and I am now obliged to add, that I am still con- 
fined to my chamber and bed, by an attack of 
the typhus fever, which has not yet, I fear, 
reached its crisis. This unfortunate event has 
deprived me of the satisfaction of a personal in- 
terview with you; and prevented me from re- 
ceiving a visit at this place, with which I had flat- 





tered myself you would have honored me. 

A military escort having been called out by the 
Governors of some of the States, to accompany 
you through those parts of the country, I was de- 
sirous that the same tribnte of respect should be 
paid you on your. passage through New-Hamp- 
shire. The power to call out such an escort 
seemed at first view incident to the nature of my 
office as Commander in Chief of the mititia; yet 
so accurately is this command defined, and so 
cautiously restricted, by the prudence, or the jea- 
lousy, of our State constitution, that I have au- 
thority at no time to order out tie-militia, except 
for certain known objects particularly designated 
in the constitution and by the laws enacted under 
it. I have thought proper to muke this state- 
ment, both in justice to myself} and to the State 
over which I preside—a State which yields to none 
in the Union, either in attachment to the General 
Government, or in respect to the distinguished 
individual, who, with its full consent and appro- 
bation, has been raised to the first office in the 
gift of the nation. 





Val. AV; ¥ yop. 81817.) 
Ma, ranch turnpike to: Concord Bridge. 
ee ed by a was Fane by a company of ar- 
OUP co. ts *P hich saluted him from Butters’ Hill as he 
nd the | MeN the bridge, and through the main street. 
icity to © | a near Barker’s, he was received by a com- 
And to of light infantry, and saluted’by that and a 
-happi, pany « yofcitizens consisting of several hundreds. 
5 pat ted at Barker’s, and after a few minutes 
life, ig 7 ent, rendered necessary from the fatigues 
Rood, and heat of the day, together with the committee 
d with of the town and the gentlemen of his suite, he as- 
rseve, ended» stage erected for the occasion, three 
iS; and. sides of which with presented arms were covered 
4 w the three escort companies, where he was met 
mx by the cheers and huzzas of the surrounding mul- 
rehce pe Here the following address was read to 
I, May, im by the honorable Mr. ‘Tuompson : 

. } To the President of the United States. 
COhfies Sin--Permit us, a8 the organ of the citizens of 
d cone, Concord, to express the high satisfaction we feel 
esha. | ;, beholding the President of the United States 
yout. in our village, and in having an ‘opportunity to 
h and. resent you our most respectful acknowledgments 
* fami. Pe the isting uished honor. ‘ 
On of ‘All hearts, sir, bid you welcome—we deem it a 
it and uliarly happy circumstance, that in discharging 
' _ | the important duty of examining the works of de- 
ction- fence on our exterior lines, you witness universal 

mess and cordiality in the salutations you re- 
lowns . ceive in every place you visit. Upon this auspi-) 
rd, to cious occasion party feelings are buried, and bu- 
loctor ried we would hope forever. A new era we trust 
ce to is commencing. The leading measures of the ge 
eve. neral government accord remarkably with the 
t the views and principles of all parties ; and your pri- 
* Usui vate as well as public character furnish us a pledge, 
f the that you will endeavor to make. your administra- 
‘vato. tion a blessing to our country.—And we pray God 
citi: to grant you success, and have you under his ho- 

and J ly keeping. 

, &e Accept, sir, our best wishes that your present 
e ad. tour may be eminently useful to the nation, both 
» and in affording them security against their enemies, 
licit- and union amongst themselves. 
were ' THOMAS. W. THOMPSON, 
inyi- for the committee. 

July 18th, 1817. 
with © To this address the president made an extem- 
road poraneous reply of some length which we could 
, and not hear with sufficient distinctness to give the 
1 on © § outlines. 
dant! Afterwards the President and suite, together 
that with the committee of arrangements, sat down to 
Lan» .— a sumptuous dinner prepared by Mr. Barker. 
dent The President at the table honored the town with 
dies the following toast :— 

WV rw! © “The town of Concord—May its inhabitants 
odg- continue to flourish and prosper.” 

Inthe evening the President attended a concert 
and of vocal music at the meeting-house, which was 
SON, fancifully decorated for the occasion. - 

1 at In the forenoon of Saturday, the President was 
the called on by several individuals, among: whom was 
and = § the venerable judge Waker, now nearly eighty 
net, § yearsofage; called on other gentlemen at their 
3 by houses, and dined at four o’clock at the honorable 

"§ Mr. Taomeson’s.. At five o’clock he was received 

‘— =>y a brilliant assemblage of ladies and gentlemen 
ons fF Onboard the newly launched pleasure boat, the 
ya President, fitted up and decorated especially for 
ve—° the occasion, by the munificence of that distin. 
ypa- guished friend of New-Hampshire, Joy Laxenon 
ed« ScLuay ay, Esq. His arrival on board was announce- 








This letter will be delivered to you, by the 
Secretary of State. Had my health permitted, b. 
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should have taken a great pleasure in waiting up- 
on you in person during the time you remained 
in this State, and in suggesting some objects of 
enquiry, which might perhaps have merited your 
attention in this part. of our common country. 
But in my present condition 1 can only add my 
sincere congratulations, and my best wishes for 
the success of your administration, which has 
commenced under circumstances peculiarly fa- 
vorable to yourself and to our beloved country. 
I have the honor to be with the highest person- 
al respect and esteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
WILLIAM PLUMER. 
James Mownnor, President of the United States, 
now at Conctrd, New-Hampshire.’ 
Sunday morning he attended divine service ; 
and in the evening viewed the new state house. 
Yesterday morning, it having been understood 
that the President was to leave town, he was 
awakened at five by the music from a band: at se- 
ven he departed, being greeted by the cheers of 
the citizens as he passed, and was accompanied as 
far as Oaks’ in Boscawen, by the committee of 
arrangements. He will have arrived at Hanover 
yesterday—procced direct to Montpelier, and to- 
morrow arrive at Burlington. 





ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENT. 
The following address was presented to the 
President by a committee consisting of the follow- 
ing gentlemen :—Henry Dearborn, Benjamin 
Austin, ‘Thomas Melville, William Little, Russell 
Sturgis, John Brazier, Jacob Rhuades, esquires, 
and Dr. Wm. Ingalls. 5 
To the President of the United States. 
Srr, 

The recent session of the legislature, of Massa- 
chusetts being closed previously to your arrival 
in Boston, the republican members of both bran- 
ches are deprived of the pleasure of personally 
paying their respects to the President of the Um- 
ted States. Those members, therefore, who were 

resent at the adjournment, together with a num- 
a of their brethren of Boston, have deputed us 
to offer you their congratulations on your arri- 
val, and to express their high regards for your 
official and personal character. 

We are happy, sir, in having this opportunity 
not only of expressing our sincere congratulations 
on your election to the Chief Magistracy of’ the 
United States, by so large a majority of the Elec- 
tors, but to bear this public testimony of our es- 
timation of the services rendered your country, 
in the various stations in which you have hereto- 
fore officiated in Europe and America. . These 
are sure pledges, that the prosperity of the Ame- 
rican Republic will be the object of your pursuit, 
and that while you are desirous of allaying the 
asperity of party dissentions, yeu will be anxious 
to maintain the legitimate principles of the con- 
stitution with unabated ardor. 

The patriot who has uniformly supported the 
honor of his country in its’ various conflicts, is 
ever entitled to the applause of his fellow citizens. 

Fully impressed with this sentiment, we grate- 
fully acknowledge your uuremitted exertions in 
vindicating our national and commercial claims, 
when the immediate calls of the country render- 
ed the services of our most enlightened statesmen 
urgent and indispensable. We anticipate with 
pleasure the blessings arising to the United States 
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from the wisdom and rectitude of i 
tration, more. particularly in petronien Adin 
stitutions as will .extend the useful been 
science and literature, and promote thea < 
ral, manufacturing and commercial interes 
your one “a 
We wish you every blessin national “a 
domestic, and trust ah your — Will be pe ad 
ed in the American annals with the same repes 
> ery as csainguittion the characters of 
ustrious predecessors, Washin Adams 
ferson and Madison, = 
May you pursue your journe 
of a benign Retidenee, our a the. oa 
that the personal safety of the Chief Mag 
of a republican government requires 
protection than what arises from the 
his fellow citizens. st 
In behalf of our brethren and fellow citiaens, 
most cordially bid you welcome to the met 
of Massachusetts. 


Ry epee 






IIENRY DEARBORN, 


BENJAMIN AUSTIN, _ 
THOMAS MELVILLE. 
WILLIAM LITTLE, 
RUSSELL ST > 
JACOB RHOADES, _ 
JOHN BRAZIER,.. 

WILLIAM INGALLs, ” 


To which the President made the followingye 


ply: sf 
I have received with great satisfaction the ver 
friendly welcome which you have given mem 
the part of some of the members of the leg 
ture of M tts, and of others, citizens ¢ 
Boston, who had deputed you, to offer me they 
congratulations on my arrival in this 
Conscious of having exerted my best facubic 
with unwearied zeal, to support the rightsm 
advance the prosperity of my fellow. citizens 
the various important trusts with which Llu 


been honored by my country, pie 
which you have expressed of my co is. 70 
gratifying to me. _., ; 


It has been my -undeviating effort, in eres 
situation in which I have been plated, tom 





of our republican government. I have 
this policy, from a thorough conviction, 
prosperity and happiness of the whole America 
people, depended on the success of the 
experiment which they have been called upon 
make. All impartial persons now bear 
to the extraordinary blessings with which wehm 
been favored. Well satisfied, I am, that 
blessings are to be imputed to the excel 
our government, and to the wisdom and putty 
with which they have been administered. 
Believing that there is not a section of om 
union, nor a citizen, who is not interested mtk 
success of our government, I indulgea sttoy 
hope, that they will all. unite in future, in theme 
sures necessry to secure it. For this very importat 
change, I consider the circumstances of the pi 
sent epoch aw favorable. ‘The suces 
and unexampled prosperity with which we him 
hitherto been blessed, «must have dispelled t 
doubts of all who had before honestly entertaitd 
any, of the practicability of our system, and fret 
these a firm and honorable co-operation may fit 
ly be expected. Our union. has also acquired 
late, much strength, ‘he proofs which iat 


mote, to the utmost of my abilities, the ion 








Youll 18174 


rded, of the great advantages communi- 
poor to every fosigs part, and of the ruin 
which would inevitably and pre mptly overwhelm, 
the parts most favored, if it should be bro- 

ken, seem to have carried conviction home to the 
' of the most unbelieving On the means 
to secure success and-to’ advance with 

d rapidity, the growth and prosperity 

of oar country, there seems now to be but little 
if anv, difference of opinion. — 
itson these grounds that I indulge a strong 
and even entertain at confidence, that 

oar principal dangers and difficulties have passed, 
and that the character of our deliberations, and 
the course of the government itself, will become 
more harmonious and happy than it has here- 


been. 

f Satisfied as I am that the union of the whole 
community, in sapport of our republican govern- 
ment, by all wise and proper measures, will eftec- 
tually secure it from danger, that union is an ob- 
‘act to which I look with the utmost solicitude. 
i consider it my duty to promote it, on the prin- 
ciples and for the purposes stated ; and highly 
tied shall I be, if it can be obtained. In 
Penkly avowing this motive, I owe it to the in- 
tegrity of my views to state, that as the support of 
our Republican Government is my sole object, 
andin which I consider the whole community 
y interested, my conduct will be invariably 
directed to. that end. In seeking to accomplish so 
greatan object, I shall be careful to avoid such 

measures as may by any possibility sacrifice it. 

JAMES MONROE, 

FROM THE NEW-¥ORK EVENING POST. 

Mr. Clinton’s address to the President of the 
United States, on his induction into the Institu- 
tion of the Literary and Philosophical Society. 


“ SIR—As it has been the usage of this socie- 
ty to enrol among its members, such characters as 
are distinguished for their virtues, their intellec- 
tual powers, and their literary attainments, it af- 
fords me great pleasure to inform you that you 
have been unanimously admitted an honorary 
member—the highest honor in our power to bes- 








‘ eflicicat means of preserving the integrity of our 


tow—and it is peculiarly gratifying to find that, 
en this occasion the honor which is conferred is 
reflected on the institution. 

“ Viewing, in the course of your past life, the 
certain pledge of an able and patriotic administra- 
tion, we are fully persuaded that you will always 
keep steadily in view the gréat interests of litera- 
ture and science, as inseparably identified with 
the honor, the glory, and the prosperity of our 
country.” 

_ To.which the President made an extempore re- 
ply as nearly as we can remember, in the follow- 
ing language : 

“Sir—I cannot express the sensibility I feel up- 
on this occasion. 

“The high honor thus unanimously conferred, 
by the members of this respectable institution, 
will ever be cherished by me withgrateful recol- 
lection; nor can Lbe insensible to the flattering 
manner in which you, sir, have communicated this 
expression of their kindness. ‘ 

“I beg leave to assure you,-and the members, 
of this association, that as far as my influence may 
extend, it shall be exerted in promoting the inter- 
ests of science and literature, as among the most 
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republican form of governthent, and the honor of 
our country.” 
eal 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


To the People of the United States. 
The Board of Managers of the American Co- 
lonization Society, being about to enter upon the 
great object of the institution, beg leave to ad- 
dress their countrymen upon this important sub- 
ject. 

The first duty to be performed is to obtain un- 
uestionable information upon several most essen- 
al points, which will not only enrble the society 

to pursue its future measures with certainty, but 
may also justify the government in affording its 
co-operation in a way most conductive to success 
of the object in view. To effect this, we have 
perccived the necessity of engaging a competent 
person to visit the settlement of Sierra Leone, and 
other ports of the continent of Africa, and proba- 
bly also to spend some time in England. 

For these and other purposes, it becomes im- 
mediately necessary that the Society should call 
upon its friends, and ascertain what extent of 
funds may be expected. - 

The Board do not think it necessary to com- 
ment upon the many and obvious benefits that 
may result from the labors they are engaged in. 

The love of our own country, and benevolence 
to the cause of our suffering fellow men, continue 
to offer the most persuasive motives. To these 
are to be added the far higher and more animat- 
ing inducements of being the instruments of a gra- 
cious providence in dispensing the light of Chris- 
tiagp hope and joy over a benighted and important 
portion of the earth. 

The Board, therefore, call with confidence upon 
their conntrymen and fellow christians for that li- 
beral aid to their designs, in reliance upon whicl: 
this association was formed. 

BUSH. WASHINGTON, Pres’t. 





From the Baltimore Federal Gazette. 

As an opinion has gone abroad that the port of 
Dominica was open for foreign vessels, I pray 
you, for the information of my brother merchants 
to publish the proclamation herewith : 

PROCLAMATION 
y his excellency Charles William Maxwell, esq. 
- companion of the most noble military order of 
the Bath, lieutenant colonel in the army, cap- 
tain general and governor in chief in and over 
the island of Dominica, chancellor, vice admi- 

ral and ordinary of the same, &c. &c. &e. 

Whereas’ it has been represented to me, that 
there is a great scarcity of flour, and other pro- 
visions in this island, and that there is no expecta- 
tion of farther supplies thereof being imported ; 
Ido therefore, by and with the advice of his ma- 
jesty’s council, of this Island of Dominica, permit 
the importation into the same, for the period of 
three calender months, trom the date of this my 
proclamation, of bread, biscuit, flour, peas, beans, 
potatoes, rice, oats, wheat, barley, or grain of 
any sort, fromany island in the West Indies, un- 
der the dominion of any fareign European pow- 
er, or state ; provided ‘always, that such 
and commodities hereby authorised te be import. _ 
ed into this island, shall not be imported, except, 








by British subjects, and in British built vessels, 
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owned by his majesty’s subjects, and navigated 
according to law. 
Jn witness whereof, i have hereunto set my hand 
and caused my seal at arms, to be hereunto affix- 
ed, this Seventh day of March, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred ‘and seven- 
(een, and in the fifty seventh year of his ma- 
Jesty’s reign. 
By his excellency’s command, 
J. M. WILLIAMS, Gov. Sec’ry. 


AN INDIAN TREATY. 
FROM THE KNOXVILLE GAZETTE OF JULY 17. 

We are enabled/to state, on authority entitled 
to the fullest credit, that on the 8th instant, gov- 
ernor M’Minn and generals Jackson and Meri- 
‘wether, commissioners on the: part of the United 
States, effected a treaty with the Cherokee In- 
dians, (by way of exchange) for a small tract of 
country on the north side of Tennessee river, 
within the limits of this state, including little 
more than Sequatchee Valley; and all the land 
south of Chatahoochee river, in the state of Geor- 
gia. It is expressly stipulated in this treaty, that 
the census of the whole nation be taken in the 
month of June next, with a view tu ascertain the 
gross number of thag@.on the Arkansas and 
White rivers, includinys ll those on the east side 
of the Mssissippi, Wigg on taking the enumera- 
tion, sb all express-a wish to remove thither—and 
that after the enumeration is taken, the Cherokee 
nation shall cede to the United States, such por- 
tion of their country as those who reside on the 
Arkansas and White rivers, together with all those 
who may wish to remove, are justly entitled to, 
from their numbers; for which the United States 
are to give them an equal portion of land on the 
Arkansas and White rivers—the bounds of which 
are designated in the present treaty. 

Those that make their election to remove, are 
to be furnished with boats and supplies necessary 
totheirremoval, at the expense ofthe United States; 
each individual of the poor Indians to be furnished 
with a rifle gun, a blanket and kettle, or steel- 
trap. There will be reserves of 640 acres allow- 
edto heads of families, in the portion of country 
given up to the United States, should the indivi- 
dual claiming it reside thereon until his or her 
death, which will descend. to their posterity in 
fee simple; but should they leave their reserva- 
tions during their life time, such lands will be- 
come the property of government. A reasonable 
compensation is to be made to those Indians who 
leaye plantations, for their improvements. 

Tae Knaxes; or Sea Monster——In the sitting 
of the New-York Historical Society, May 6, 
Dr. Mitchell made a communication, recapitu- 
lating the evidence before published, of the 
existence of an enormous sea monster, far ex- 
ceeding the whale in size, which he denomi- 
nates the cight armed cuttle fish, and concludes 
the communication with the following facts, 
derived from captain Fanning: 

* After all this, as if to make assurance as cer- 
tain as possible, captain Fanning has entered on 
the journal of the ship Volunteer, commanded by 
him, bound to the South Seas, that being in 
about the latitude of 26 degrees south, on the 
Atlantic ocean, sailing towards Terra del Fu~ 
ego, hesaw ene of those monsters of the deep. 
It was in the month of August, when the ocean 
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Sof four miles an hour. Durin ip 

of a fair day, while the captain ¢ ine 
taking their food below, the boatswain ann 
them that he descried a rock at some alarmed 
ahead of the ship. They all Pp 
deck, and soon satisfied themselves do the 
supposed rock was a moving body, and 
its impulse was spontaneous, originating vii 
self, and not derived from currents of Water it 
Being convinced it was an animal, they ie 
covered his course to be direc s 
wont Pr age They continued straj by 
w with the expectation of passj 
tance ahead of hith. But his psmre 9 te 
that there was a necessity of running foul ofhim 
or of keeping away to go behind him. : 
first kept away to clear him, and imme 
after passing his wake brought round a little 
reconnoitre him. He was mostly under Water: 
but a part, apparently of the size of a ship’ beat 
upside down, was above the waves, - Hig yj 
tnagnitude was estimated at one hundred andte, 
feet, or more, from side to side. This 

was uneven, as if covered with moss, weeds, an 
barnacles or shells. He paid no re ive 
to the ship, and the billows rolled over him 
over a shoal or rock. It was supposed that hi 
eyes were discovered, as also somethi 

fins or a tail in action. But no determinate judg. 
ment of his bulk; figure, or manner of swinm} 
could be formed, partly by reason of his 

and partly because of his concealment ‘unde 
water. On the whole, the crew were glad 
leave him unmolested ; and some of the seamien, fy 
several days, retained the terror of the i 
sion so strongly, that they were constantly on the 
watch for krakens, and feared that they might be 
lost, by encountering such an enormous creature 
in the night.” 


/ 


M. Vorney, who is now a Count and a Peer gf 
France, has just published a new edition of tis 
Ruts. This 1s the fifth edition, and he has accom. 
modated it to the times, by suppressing: opinioy 
which experience has proved to be e 
and adding refiections which the events ofa log 
life have suggested to him. He has also publish 
ed another work, entitled, ew researeliet is 
Ancient History. 





. EDITOR’S CABINET. 


The Canadas.—By late accounts it appears that 
the British have greatly diminished their md 
and military forces in the Canadas; which cir 
cumstance has given rise to several conjecturesin 
the newspapers, and among others that the pm- 
vinces will be ceded to France. This rumoriss 
very absurd one ; for France has no_pavy, aid 
without that she could not protect sucht 9 deper 
dency ; nor can we perceive what she ode 
fer to Great Britain as an equivalent. ‘The probe 
bility is, that, as peace prevails between the Unit 
ed States and England, with much likelihood 
of considerable duration, the two government 
have determined that the military and navaleom 
dition of things on the Canadian. frontier shil 
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enjoins. Instead of building ships and for- 
tresses at a great expense, each party: may have 
determined to throw off their warlike habiliments 
ja that quarter, and thus save their money.— 
Whether armed or unarmed, in case both parties 


* gre equally the one or the other, should a. new 


eqntest arise, both powers will be upon a par as to 

tliemeans of annoyance. We speak only from’ 

surmise’; having no knowledge that any such ar- 

nt-is in train. Our cabinet here is as se- 

cret and as silent as death, in affairs of this kind ; 

seeming to have no organ of utterance but for the 

which, it must. be confessed, is the only 

4, proper auditory of official executive communica- 
. tions. 

Revolutionary Incidents—The public will be 
much‘ obliged to the venerable Adams for the pub- 
ficity which he has given to the letters of the late 
Tuomas M‘Kean; by whose epistolary vigor we 
have been most pleasantly surprised. The time 
has almost arrived when the veil which has hither- 
to concealed the rugged path of our revolution- 
ary patriots may be entirely lifted with safety ; 
and then we shall find, that in the council, as in 
the field, they had their cabals, their factions, and 
other difficulties, to contend with. It is, however, 
painful to think so; and we should prefer that 
truth would permit the telling of a different tale. 
But, since it will not, let us gather wisdom from 
experience, and profit by the lesson which the 
letters of M‘Kean inculcate : that much good may 
be done, ina critical moment, by the promptness 
and energy of a single individual. Had it not 
been for the decision evinced by him in bringing 
up the late Mr. Ropyry to vote for indepen- 
dence, the question might have been lost, and 

_our merry-meetings on the fourth of July sub- 
tracted into gloomy and, sad reflections. 


Colonization of Free People of Color —The gen- 
tlemen engaged in this enterprise have not been 
idle: they are employed in promoting their ob- 
ject by exciting the institution of affiliated socie- 
ties in the different states; and persons of the 
first respectability interest themselves in the 
measure. In the mean time they are likely to find 
an auxiliary among individuals of a very different 
character : we allude to the negro traders. These 
latter do not, it is true, send their colonists to Af- 
rica; conceiving, we presume, that the southern 
states afford a more congenial climate for a per- 
manent settlement. As free negroes are not to 
be bought, the traders steal them, an operation 
which, in the more polite phrase, is called kid- 
napping. In some parts of the commonwealth of 
Delaware free negroes are said to be no longer 
safe in their houses ; and, if we may” credit the 
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“ ‘4 
to purloin black:children in) the streets of Bali- 
more. <A crime like this calls most loudly for 
plenary punishment; and the emancipation of 
slaves ought to be prohibited, or they should be 
amply protected in the personal freedom which 
is allowed them. ‘ 

Criticism of the Portico —Tfie Portico, a month- 
ly Miscellany, neatly printed; and published at 
Baltimore, in the number for June last furnishes 
its readers with a brief criticigm of the tragedy of 
Manuel, written by Mr. Maturin, upon which we 
offered some remarksina former paper. Among 
other observations in the Portico, we find the fol- 
lowing: 

“His Manuel resembles Lear. But if twenty 
different poets, of as many different countries, 
writing in as many different ages and languages, 
should represent age, dignity, sorrow, and mad- 
hess, 7aturally, they would all resemble each 
other; and’the more nearly their characters were 
copied from nature, the more complete would be 
the resemblance. For our parts, we should as 
soon think of saying to a real madman: * Sir, 
there is no merit, no originality in your madness, 
you area meré copy of such and such’a person,” 
as we should think of charging Mr. Maturin with 
having copied from any other author.” 

Indeed ! But the writer in the Baltimore Misce]> 
lany forgets that the madness of one man is not like 
unto the madness of another. What individuat 


} ? 
has been. deranged in the same. manner as 


‘Lear? In new productions we expect to find the 

variations of the human passions { and if an author 

can only give that which a preceding writer has 
given much better, what ishe but a mere copyist, 

and what claim can he have to the reputation of 
originality ? Characters, either sane or insane, are 

as different as faces ; and we might as well praise 
a portrait painter who can only copy likenesses, 
asa poet who can merely take off intellectual 
features already pourtrayed by a master. In the 
case of Mr. Maturin, JSZanuel is not even a faith-- 
ful copy of Lear: it is a caricature. 


The Black Dwarf—A paper under ,this title 
has been lately circulated in England; and the 
editor, a Mr. Wooller, has been prosecuted for 
libels upon the King’s Government. ‘The people, of 
course, are in his favor; and he has made consi- 
derable noise in and about the courts of justice 
in London. The conceit of the title has been 
borrowed from the Wain Jaune, or Yellow Dwarf, 
of Paris, a very witty and satirical paper, and, 
with which the paper of Wooller will bear no 
comparison as to intellectual ability. The Vain 
Jaune was suppressed by the Bourbonites. 

Vhere isashrewdness and vulgar audacity in 
the compositions of’ Wooller which will procure 
him readers. He has poured lés invective upon 








public prints, attempts have been recently made 





Mr. Cobbett, and gibes him for deserting the 
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cause.of reform in England. The object of the 
Black Dwarf is obviously to supplant Cobbett ; 
and Wooller no doubt snuffs, in anticipation, some 
of the ten thousand pounds sterling per annum 
which Mr. Cobbett has told us he formerly made 
by the publication of his Register. Reform in 
England, in our opinion, has but little to hope, 
eithier from Cobbett or Wooller. If the ministry 
had been in the least afraid of the latter, they 
never would have ventured to bring him to a pub- 
lic trial. Wiser men must take up the business 
of reformation before any thing reasonable can 
be effected. The rudest hand will answer to blow 
the bellows ; but it requires a skilful workman to 
temper and shape the metal. 


Extract of a letter from a very intelligent gentle- 
man in Boston to his particular friend in Wash- 
ington City ; dated July 20, 1817. 

“ You Noodles at the South know nothing of our 
extacy, occasioned by the presidential visit. ‘The 
delights of Sguantum Feast are a mere éore to 
it! 

“In passing through Philadelphia his excellen- 
cy visited governor M‘Kean : the venerable man 
died soon after. Governor Wolcott waited on 
his excellency in Connecticut, and he was shortly 
thereafter stricken with an appoplectic fit ! The 
President generally extends his arm when he 
shakes hands: beautiful arm; delightful exten- 
sion! Such are the blessings of a free govern- 
ment. The Americans are certainly the most en- 
lightened people on the globe ! the Bostonians beat 
the Connecticut folks all to pieces!! N. B. It is 
thought that we have treated his excellency so slick, 
thot we shall get all the money due us for turning 
out our militia and driving the British from Cas- 
tine last war. A 

*“ P.S. I’ve not yet heard of the color of the 
President’s small-clothes—but I will inquire, and 
you may expect to hear from me concerning that 
important particular. Aunt Deborah conjectures 
they are scarlet or sky blue.!” 

Foreign News.—The dates from Enrope are to 
the 14th of June last. Trials for treason continued 
in England ; and the popular excitement in London 
was such that the prisoners were attended in the 
court by yeomen of the guards. Reports of con- 
spiracies and intended insurrections were busily 
circulated by the English newspapers ; but there 
js reason to suppose they were designedly put 
about for the purpose of justifying the continued 
suspension of the habeas corpus act. There are 
accounts from Lisbon of a plot to murder the 
principal authorities in that city, and particularly 
lord Beresford, and the other British officers in 
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firmation ; and is, at any rate, apparently 
magnified. It is likely, however, that the places 
which the British hold in the Portuguese govern. 
ment, and the consequent influence which they 
exercise in the administration, has excited great 
jealousy in the subjects of his most faithful ma. 
jesty. Large quantities of flour had been exported 
from England to France, which, in some 
kept up the demand. Mr. Adams, our late minis. 
ter at London, left Gravesend about the 8th. of 
June. Sir Gregor M‘Gregor seems to flag in his 
operations against St. Augustine : discontentsape 
said to prevail among his men, and he wants forge 
for any serious undertaking. 

The Honorable William H. Crawford, 8 
of the Treasury of the United States, we are jn, 
formed, will leave Washington this day, on a visit 
to the State of Georgia. 


Mr. Henry Clay of Kentucky, late Speaker of 
the House of Representatives of the United States, 
is now in this City. 


General Vaxpamme, formerly a marshal in Ng. 
poleon’s army, has arrived at Philadelphia. 


Grecon M‘Grecor, general of brigade of the ar. 
mies of the United Provinces of New-Grenada’ 
and Venezuela, and general in chief of the army 
destined against the Floridas, duly commission. 
ed by the -supreme government of Mexico and 
South America, kc. &c. Ke. 


Inhabitants of the Northern and Western District 
of East-Florida. 

The evacuation of fort San Nicolas by the Span. 
ish forces, on the 4th of this month, has 
the adjacent territory under the control and 
tection of the independent government. I 
no time in assuring you of the enjoyment of your 
civil liberty, the preservation of your rights, and 
the protection of your:property. I would extend 
to all those peaceable citizens living on, or ad- 
joining, the waters of the St. Mary’s or St. John’s 
rivers, and islands and country intervening, all'the 
advantages to be derived from the 3d and 4th ap. 
ticles of the capitulation of the 29th June, onthe 
surrender of this place—a full protection of their 





lives and property. 

Let not a fear of rapine and spoil drive.into op- 
position or distress the well disposed inhabitants 
of Florida: other and more glorious motives im 
pel those who fight in the cause of umittt=— 
Continue to evince your friendly disposition, by 
remaining quietly at your homes, in the exercise 
of your domestic employments, and such conduct 
will cnsure its rewards ; join not the ranks of oar 
enemies, nor aid them against us, or you will he 
met in the spirit of hostility, and: your persons and 
property must share their fate. Rely on the as- 
surances of cannor and trcTa—do not compel us 
to oppose those as foes, whom we would embrace 
as brothers. 

Head-Quarters, Fernandina, 
12th July, 1817, 7 & 1. 
GREGOR MGREGOR. 





the service of Portugal; but this news wants con 


Ju. vs Yatsarnes, Secretary. ‘ 





